Welcome To God's Boot Camp
by John Tyler
"Boot Camp" - "a place or undertaking that resembles a military
boot camp especially by requiring one to endure intensive training or
initiation" - "a military training camp for new recruits, with strict
discipline" - "a short, intensive, and rigorous course of training."
James, the half-brother of Jesus wrote this in James 1:2-4 - and it might appear
to be strange to you - at first: - "Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials (times of testing by God) of many kinds, 3 because
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
(steadfastness in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving
success). 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.
Wouldn't it be nice if you LACKED NOTHING in life, and I'm not just talking
about material possessions! God is talking about WISDOM, for example....and
an abundance of GOOD HEALTH - and an abundance of MONEY which brings
material things your way.
Take WISDOM for example.....James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you
should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it
will be given to you."
If you follow all of the principles laid out in God's Word - the Bible, you can be
taught - by God Himself.....to avail yourself of all that He truly wants to give and
do for you. This is not hyperbole.....I write from experience, and I will get into
some of the TRIALS or TIMES OF TESTING that I asked for - and God gave me,
but first - we need to keep bringing you some truths - some principles set forth by
the Creator.
1 Corinthians 10:13 sets the stage for us so that we won't be afraid to ask God
to send trials or times of testing our way....." No TRIAL (time of testing) has
overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; He
will not let you be TESTED beyond what you can bear. But when you are
TESTED - He will also provide a way out so that you can endure it."
THEREFORE.......If you ask.....and God sees your heart to know that yo are
sincere about getting into His BOOT CAMP for training, then He will send tests
your way.....and He will always let it have an ending....and you will be the
beneficiary of some GREAT THINGS once you graduate or ENDURE to the end.

Now - BEFORE we get started, I have to drop some legal stuff in here.....
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Okay - let's get started on the good stuff!
But first, let me start of with potential BAD STUFF!
I'll preface what I'm about to reveal by quoting more of what God said. Notice
that I quote what God says, and NOT what my opinion is? If I render an
opinion, I always state it up front.
John 8:44-45 - Let me set the stage. Jesus is confronting the Jewish Temple
leaders of His day. They are called Pharisees, and they are part of what is called
the Sanhedrin...or what you might call the Supreme Court Justices in the United
States. They controlled the Jewish Laws to the Jewish nation of Israel, and they
made sure that all of the Jews lived by the Laws of Moses...specifically the Ten
Commandments that God handed down to Moses long before this time of Jesus.
Jesus said to these lawyers...these spiritual overseers...." You are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he (Satan) speaks a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar,
and the father of it. - And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not."
For reference about why Jesus reminds us all that "He tells us the truth and we
don't believe Him", meaning in reverse....."When Satan tells you lies...you DO
believe him." It stems from Genesis Chapter Three.....
The setting is the Garden of Eden. Even is walking in the Garden and Satan
happens to be there...and he starts chatting with her. He asked her, "Did God
really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
Why Satan asked Eve that question tells us that he does not have the power to
know what is in our minds...he can only influence our thoughts. God is allknowing....Satan is not, so that's why he asked Eve that particular question.
She never should have indulged Satan. This is the first thing she (or we) seem
to do wrong. Once you entertain Satan, he has an inroad into your mind.
Eve responded by telling Satan, in Genesis 3:2 - "God said We may eat fruit from
the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
Satan responded, in verse 4: - I say, "You will not certainly die,” the serpent
said to the woman."
The lesson here is that Satan has NEVER changed his question to
YOU..."Are you going to believe what God said...or what I tell you?"

So, when God speaks to us through His Word - The Bible, "Will you believe what
God says...or do you choose to believe what Satan tells you through the media,
Hollywood, magazines or TV show influences?
As just one example out of thousands, Satan tells us (through all of the media
mentioned), that homosexuality is okay, and we should not do anything to
assuage it. And since Obama ordained that homosexual marriages are the law
of the land...in 2009, - do we choose to believe Satan through Obama....or do we
choose to believe what God told us several places in the Bible?
God said, "Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is
abomination" - Leviticus 18:22. Verse 26 goes on to say, "Ye shall therefore
keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these
abominations;" And verse 29 gets even more specific: - "For whosoever shall
commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall
be cut off from among their people." And because of rampant homosexuality,
God destroyed Sodom (and we know what Sodomy is)......and Gomorrah by fire
and all of the homosexuals were destroyed by fire.
If we look at whether homosexuality is a sin...as God said it is, then we choose to
believe God - or believe the lies of Satan. "But the men of Sodom were wicked
and sinners before the Lord exceedingly." - Genesis 13:13
THEREFORE, The necessity of bringing this Bible verse to your attention is
of the UTMOST IMPORTANCE - to YOU.
Jesus is telling even those at the top echelon of leaders of the Jewish people,
"Your father is the devil".
Jesus states that because it is true.....He points out to the Pharisees that we
(them or us) either belong to God (through salvation and belief in Jesus Christ) or
we belong - BY DEFAULT....to Satan. He is (by default) our father and he has
control over us UNLESS we fix our relationship with God, and God tells us the
only way that this can be done, but I'm not ready for that yet - and you aren't
either.
My point here - early in the book, is to state that God says WE - you and I either
belong to Him.....or by default...to Satan - the father of lies.
God got that from the beginning of time on the earth...in the Garden of Eden.
God told Adam, the first man. to eat of the hundreds or thousands of different
trees bearing fruit in the Garden of Eden...but God's one rule was, "DO NOT EAT
OF THE TREE IN THE MIDDLE - THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD
AND EVIL...BECAUSE IF YOU DO, YOU WILL DIE PHYSICALLY."

Right now, you should understand TWO THINGS:
1. You, by default at birth, belong to Satan.
earth.....your "father".

He is your controller on the

2. You are bombarded with lies from him on a daily basis. So, will you choose
what God has told you in His Word...The Bible, or shall you choose to listen to
Satan's lies?
THEREFORE: If you belong to Satan (by default) then nothing in this book is
going to help you...except one thing, and I will show you how to change out your
father Satan - for a new Father, and that is God. If you do not wish to have God
guide you while you are on the planet, then you are really on your own and
subject to whatever Satan wants to happen to you.
Only God can take a life, but He allows those who have, by default, allowed
Satan to be their father or leader on the earth to suffer at Satan's hands. When
TRIALS come your way....they are usually not of God...UNTIL or UNLESS you
decide you want God to become your heavenly Father.
I feel the need to clarify the "by default" rule that clearly states "you are of your
father the devil"- and why God allows things - good and bad to come your way.
God tells us, as Jesus did the Pharisees, that we are of our father the devil "because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not."
God is very clear in His Bible about what is called His "FREE WILL CHOICE"..to
believe what He says...or what Satan says.
Some say, "Well, I don't believe in God at all." James 2:19 addresses your
unbelief very well. We read, " You believe that there is one God. That's fine!
Even the demons believe that (there is a God) and they tremble with fear."
So, if the devil and his demons BELIEVE in God (they have seen Him)....and
they tremble in fear of God....who are you to say that you don't believe in
God...our Creator?
You have that right - not to believe - or to believe. This is the FREE WILL that
God gave you and me when we were born. We get to choose to believe God - or
to believe Satan - the "father of lies". By our choice, we also get to choose to go
to heaven when we die....or we, by default of doing nothing, choose where God
says we will end up...the "Lake of Fire" in hell.

Revelation 20:10 spells out Satan's ultimate demise..."And the devil, who
deceived them (all people who chose NOT to listen to God) , was thrown into the
lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown.
They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever."
This Lake of Fire is NOT a place that I would choose!
Revelation 20:12-15 states OUR destination if we are not found in what is
called the "Book of Life", and I will show you how that works momentarily. - "And
I saw the dead, great and small (that's every human since day one), standing
before the throne of God, and books were opened. Another book was
opened, which is the "Book of Life". The dead were judged according to
what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead
that were in it, and death and Hades (the graves on earth) gave up the dead
that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had
done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of
fire is the second death. (the first death is our physical death - the 2nd is our
eternal spiritual death where our spirits end up) Anyone whose name was not
found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire."
It is critical for your well-being here on the planet - and where your spiritual body
will spend eternity to now know how God tells us to keep our name in the "BOOK
OF LIFE"....then, we can move forward in this book to show you how you can
gain all that God wants you to have.
THE BOOK OF LIFE
The good news is that EVERYONE who is born (or aborted, unfortunately) has
their name in the BOOK OF LIFE or what King David refers to as the BOOK OF
THE LIVING.
Let's prove that out with Old Testament Moses who said this in Exodus 32:32
when he was asking God to forgive the nation of Israel who had sinned against
God by worshipping idols. "But now, if you will only forgive their sin--but if
not, erase my name from the record you have written!"
"Rabbinic Judaism calculated a lifespan of Moses corresponding to sometine
around 1407 B.C.
So.....Moses...way back in the days of Jewish recorded history of around 1400
years Before Christ.....acknowledged (because Moses was a prophet, too) that
God has a recorded "Book of The Living".
Later, and still in the Old Testament, King David had this to say in Psalm 69:28
about his enemies: "God - Erase their names from the Book of Life; don't let
them be counted among the righteous.

Finally, Jesus points out an interesting thing in Revelation 3:5 when He had His
apostle (John) write that book. " The one who is victorious will, like them, be
dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of that person from the
book of life, but will acknowledge that name before my Father and his
angels.
So, here's the TRUTH about Revelation 3:5. - EVERYONE'S NAME is written
into the "Book of Life" - until their death...their physical death.
At that point, the ONE WHO IS VICTORIOUS will NOT be BLOTTED out of
that Book of Life. The one who is NOT victorious...will be blotted out of the
Book of Life"
So, I will tell you how to get your name LEFT in the "Book of Life" later in
this book...fear not.
David, the second king of the Israelites (reigned around 1010 to. 970 B.C.).
David, a prophet of God, also stated that there was not only a "Book of Life", but
the names within that book shall only be "Righteous" people.
The word
"Righteous" is defined as "free from guilt or sin.
The Bible tells us that, "ALL have sinned (except Jesus) and we have
come short of the glory of God". So...if ALL have sinned (and we
have)....how then do we gain a freedom from that guilt and sin?
To discover that won't come until much of this book is read by you...only
because there IS a way that we become SIN FREE and GUILT FREE, and
I will show you that way according to what God said........at some point,
but we need to now travel into the BOOT CAMP experiences that I went
through and that you should WANT TO GO THROUGH.
To reflect back...a "TRIAL" is a "Time of Testing". A "Time of Testing"
is that period of time that you or I are TESTED.....either by God - or by
Satan.
I have to treat ALL readers with the notion that none of you are Bible
scholars, so I have to deal with you as though you are not knowledgeable
about any of the contents of The Bible...other than some have said that
they "believe the Bible"...but don't understand it!
A trial can come in the form of anything....bad health, financial difficulties,
marital problems, children getting onto trouble...anything.
My real trial came my way in December of 2007, but long before that, I
was really being "set up" for the BIG TRIAL.

On July 22, 1993, the surgeon promised that I’d be out of the hospital in four
hours. “Just a simple, minor gallbladder removal”, he said.
When I woke up, the minister was standing in front of me holding a Bible in one
hand and a tulip in the other! Friends and relatives whom I hadn’t seen in years
were gathered around my bedside. Something had gone terribly wrong.
I later found out that I had been at death’s door…literally, when the surgeon’s
trocar instrument had severed my aorta…a large artery that went from my heart
through the abdomen and down to my right leg.

There I had lain, bleeding to death while the emergency team tried to pump
someone else’s blood into me faster than mine was gushing through the
accidental incision. In an effort to find the source of the bleeding, I was cut
quickly from pelvis to sternum, and with the damage now apparent, they
clamped the aorta, repaired the artery and saved my life.

The 10" wound for July 22, 1993 operation

Six days later, they fed me but the food wouldn’t pass.
More bad news. The incision would have to be reopened to allow the surgeon
to reassess.
The second look revealed that he had torn open one of the bowels in three
places during the initial surgery!
Eighteen days and two surgeries later, I went home.
It was then that I became fully aware of how close to death I had come.
Later, after my divorce, I asked myself, “Why didn’t God just kill me…my wife
would never have had to suffer the pain of a divorce?”
The answer would come later….much later. I would discover that God had a
plan and purpose for my life, and the relationship with Him would be the one
that I truly would discover how we are to relate to others – to make our
relationships work out perfectly.
Right after the stay in the hospital, I was home…trying to walk a few feet
without getting tired. One day, I tried walking about a thousand feet to
a bridge that crossed my driveway on my property. I recall asking myself,
“What is important in life anyway?”
For the first time, it became clear to me that relationships…not things, are
what should be of paramount importance to us. Relationships can last a
lifetime…things may not. So simple, yet it took a tightrope walk between life
and death for me to see it.

Looking back on that incident, I can now see how it was setting me up for
the 2007 TRIAL! "Crossing a bridge" and asking, "What is important in life anyway" were
two KEY FACTORS that would eventually be answered by God....in
December of 2007....it was my bridge that I had to eventually cross.
I have said that ALL trials for a Christian come from God, and I also said that
they bring things to light that need to be examined in our life.
What I learned through that ordeal or "Time Of Testing" was that I needed to rely
on God for my health. I could easily have died if God wanted to call me home to
heaven, but He didn't kill me....so He must have had a future plan for me.
I learned that I did not have to be a "plastic person"...a phony who let everyone
push my emotional buttons and ride my Ferris wheel to the top - or bottom depending on what they said or thought.

I decided after the near-death experience, that I would forever be as transparent
as possible with anyone and everyone. If they love me...great! If they hate
me...so what? It's their loss, I figured.
I also learned that I would depend on God forever for my next breath...my next
meal and my next dollar.
The DOLLAR thing is unique, too. In 1986, God decided to put MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS INTO MY HANDS!
Now, I have to tell you how that happened because it is part of the TESTING that
God might also put you through.
In 1986, I basically was ANYONE. I was in debt, but had a great income coming
in to cover the bills and credit card debts, mortgage, car payments....and I had
only a few hundred bucks in the bank.....maybe like you! I owned a retail
business that could provide all the money I needed to own nice homes.
Out of the blue (literally)....God opened up some of His vast resources of wealth
to test me with an abundance of it....to see what I would do with it.
I now need to quickly tell you why all resources are God's.
Haggai 2:8 - "The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the LORD
Almighty."
Then, it is only prudent for me to tell you that ONLY GOD can dole out some of
His vast resources.....and those words of wisdom are found in Deuteronomy
8:18 - "But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the
ability to produce wealth."
So please understand those two facts: God owns all of the wealth...and
only He can dole out His resources.
Here's what happened: In 1986, I read somewhere that a fellow I had met - a
substantial landowner in Norton, Massachusetts, had been arrested! He was
wanted for some crime, but fled into the state of Maine or New Hampshire, and
the Feds found him in the woods there...with a gun.
He as sentenced to years in jail for his crime, but it dawned on me that all of the
land that he bought in Norton was going to be attached by the Feds because he
posted the land as bond...and he skipped the state!

Because I had known this guy (not personally, but knew him as a developer), I
decided to visit him in jail and make him a proposition. I said, "Mel - (a fictitious
name to protect his privacy), you have now encumbered all of your land in
Norton to the FEDS...about $350,000. What about selling me the land for
$5,000.00 in cash, and I will pay off the Feds?"
To "Mel", $5,000 in cash was terrific. It would help him to sustain a better life in
jail for the next seven years...his sentence....and - he knew that the Feds would
just sell the land later and he would get nothing.
So...he agreed! I had to go to my bank and borrow $5,000.00 in cash from one
of my credit cards...because I had NO cash on hand! ARE YOU LIKE THAT?
He had his attorney sign all the land over to me....a 150 acre lot, several one
acre lots (3) and a 40 acre lot on a large lake....for $5,000.
Do you think that was an opportunity sent by God? It was, but I have to tell you
the rest of the story because the end result was for my benefit - but I didn't know
it at the time.
I spoke to a developer in town who I knew quite well, and he was a friend of mine,
too. I told him about the land...and he was interested in buying the 150 acre
parcel because he was a home builder. He had little money, too, so he called
upon an outside developer who had a ton of cash available for land development.
Are you ready for this? He offered me $1,800,000.00 for the 150 acres! $1.8
MILLION!
It was arranged that he would pay off the Fed lien...that $350,000, and he would
pay me $17,800 per house lot that he built on...after each house was built. It's
called a "lot release basis" where I would release each lot, by deed, to the
developer once he established the number of lots the 150 acres would yield. It
was soon discovered that 102 lots would be on the lot. $17,800 per lot times
102 is $1.8 million dollars!
So, now we KNOW that God owns the wealth, and if He chooses, He can
put ANY AMOUNT of dollars into our hands!
When all the smoke cleared, I earned $1.8 million on that lot, $60,000 for three
one-acre lots, and I built a house on the 40-acre lake lot which I sold for
$550,000 in 1988. The total of God's wealth that He "loaned me" (can't take it
with you when you die)....was $2,530,000.00 over a ten year period.
So - HERE COMES TRIAL # 2...and I was not yet in God's BOOT CAMP!

In 1990, I owned three retail stores, and borrowed about $940,000 worth of retail
product to sell or rent out. I had thousands of TV sets, furniture and appliances
out on rent, which turned out to be the largest portion of my retail business. In
1988, however, the president of our franchise (625 dealers of the brand) died in a
plane fire. By 1990, the finance company that financed all of our inventory for all
625 dealers called the notes. They demanded payment of $947,000 within 30days!
So, not having been paid all of the money on the lot releases yet...in 1990 when
the finance company demanded $947,000, I had to file a Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection for my company. My lot release notes were signed over to the finance
company under a - "If you don't sign those notes over, we will foreclose on
your stores and take your house and everything else that you own".
Once I filed the Chapter 11, the finance company sued me in court, and it went
on for FOUR YEARS! The stress was ridiculous. It took a toll on my marriage as
well. As lot releases were signed off, I had to give $350,000 of it to the Boston
law firm that was representing me in Superior Court in Taunton, MA.
The FOUR YEAR ordeal ("Time of Testing") lasted until 1994. At that point, the
finance company was now looking for $947,000 owed on inventory, plus
$500,000 in legal fees (they had five lawyers that would come to court from
Texas on each court occasion when Motions were filed by them (Plaintiff) or by
me (Defendant)...and they wanted 22-27% interest on the $947,000 for the four
years of court time! I never added it all up but it would likely have been
$2,358,200 if the interest rate per year was 24%...a rip-off rate!
But, as God would have it, I won the court case! I did have to pay the $947,000,
but nothing else. I had to sign a non-disclosure Agreement stating that I would
never mention the finance company name, the franchise name, or other direct
info. Since then, however, that giant finance company has gone out of business!
Just prior to the news of the demand in 1990, I had donated $358,000 to my
church in Norton for them to be able to buy a house lot next to the church for
their Christian School....a playground...which it still is today.
So, my thinking back then (when I donated the $358,000 to "GOD" was, "Wow,
am I something...The church thinks great things about me....the "rich guy".
God must be very proud of me." - Technically, if I earned $2,500,000.00 from
a $5,000 credit card investment, my "tithe" should have been $250,000.00, so I
figured that God must now owe me a credit of $108,000...the difference between
$250K and $358K.
Okay - here comes the "PAYBACK"!

I was out of a job as a retailer in 1994 when the court case ended, and I could
not find a job anywhere at age 51! I was "over-qualified"...meaning "You are too
old, Tyler." But, I ended up talking to a REMAX Realty owner near my town, and
the Broker there suggested that I go to school and get my Realtor's license.
Having really no choice, and little money coming in after all of the rest of my lot
release money paid off all but $25,000 of the $947,000 owed, I had to try the real
estate thing. I also had to borrow $25,000 against one of my houses to pay that
$25,000!
For years after that - when ALL OF MY LOT RELEASE MONEY WAS GONE....I
pointed my fist toward heaven and yelled, "God, is this how I get paid back?
You gave me $1.8 million dollars from the sale of the 150 acres....and then
you took every penny of it back by 1994! - I was angry at God!"
Have YOU ever gotten angry at God? Guess what? He can handle it!
Time went by, but I was bitter at God for years to come! I went "off the rails" as a
Christian, and didn't care about Christianity much anymore. I was a deacon in
my church. I was a Sunday School teacher to adults. I gave lots of money in
"Tithes" to my church. I figured that God owed me big time!
In June of 1995, I had my license and started off on my new career....and never
made less than $8,000 a month as an independent contractor! I was on a roll for
the next twelve years.....making new money hand over fist.
Unfortunately, the time between the court case, the near death experience which
also yielded a year of funky blue depression called "post traumatic syndrome"
2007 rolled around. I owned THREE houses, a beautiful car, a new van for my
real estate business and was really on a roll. I had four or five credit
cards...some with no limits.....and my monthly bills were about $8,500.00
including taxes and costs to maintain three houses. I was earning $185,000 in
commissions that year. I also made money by renting out two of the three
houses. Life was GREAT!

I paid for this Mercedes roadster....in cash!

PAYBACK!
December - 2007 - The real estate market took a nose dive!
All of a sudden, the economy was in the midst of a "real estate bubble burst".
We were in the midst of a real estate crunch with banks folding up, sub-prime
mortgages were forcing thousands upon thousands of people into foreclosure,
and housing became a dime a dozen. Fear set in with the buying public, and
nobody was buying a house then!
My bills were $8,500.00 a month. My income now was only from two
houses...$3,200 a month. Net cash loss per month: Negative ($5,300.00). How
do you recover? I have news for you - you don't!
I never kept a budget. I always had enough money to pay my bills.....until
December of 2007....which would turn out to be the basis for this book - God's
Boot Camp!
So, in December of 2007, I thought that I should seek some help from
above!
I had no way out of this mess. The stress was killing me. If I sold a house now
and then, the commission would go entirely toward paying mortgages and credit
card bills, but it was a losing battle.
I knew that, for the first time in my life, I might have to think about filing
bankruptcy in order to keep just my house and car. I never filed a personal
bankruptcy in my life! I began stressing out because of my pride.
I was well-known in my town...as a really good, productive Realtor. I had a big
sign up on a major street in town. "What will people think if John Tyler had to
declare he was broke?"

So, here is the prayer that I recall praying to God: "Dear Lord, I'm in very deep
trouble. I need to ask that you help me in this TRIAL, and I also need to ask
you to open my spiritual eyes so that I can "see" what it is that you wrote to
me in your Bible. Lord, I have to admit that I taught Sunday School out of
prepared lesson plans, but I never really understood your Bible, so show
me what it is that you intended for me to see and understand if I get back
into the Bible."
I could ALMOST HEAR GOD SAY, "Are you SURE that you want to go
through my BOOT CAMP?" - I said, "Yes".
That was in December.......in January of 2008...one month later, I got further
into debt. No real estate was selling.....I was panicking! But, I did uphold my
promise to get into the Bible to try to get an education from God. I hope He
would honor my earnest prayer to clearly "see" with my spiritual eyesight, all that
He wanted me to comprehend and understand.
Within two weeks, God did honor that part of my prayer because things that I
began studying popped off the page and I was clearly starting to understand
what He wrote! Things that were murky before came to light.
One of the things that I got to understand right off the bat was that I needed to
start a budget! I read Luke 14:28 - "Suppose one of you wants to build a
tower. What is the first thing you will do? Won’t you sit down and figure out
how much it will cost and if you have enough money to pay for it?
I learned that Jesus was teaching me to start a budget so that I could figure out
how to pay my bills in the future, and how to set enough aside for a rainy day.
I read further in Luke 14: 29-30 - ...and Luke continued, "For if you lay the
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule
you, saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish."
And ridicule would come in September of 2008!
At my divorce hearing in 1997, I had promised to pay off the $25,000 note on the
home we shared, and I gave my ex-wife the home with a very low mortgage, I
gave her the fancy car that she was driving, I gave her all the furniture, I even
paid her lawyer. I figured, "I can always make money in real estate, and I want to
ensure that she has ample money to live on" (she was a working nurse). The
judge even suggested that I was entitled to half of her retirement because she
actually earned more than me, but I declined.
I paid the note down month after month - faithfully, until February of 2008. I
asked her to let me pay February and March when the money came in, rather
than on the due date of maybe the 15th. She said okay.

In August of 2008, I got a Summons from a lawyer. "Appear in court for a
Motion to Collect the $14,000 remaining balance on the Note, and re-open
the Divorce Decree to do so." The note was $40,000 because I took on the
mortgage note plus credit card debts in both our names.
I was stunned!
"God, what kind of TEST are you forcing me into?", I asked. "This is
unbearable!"
It was then that I read that verse in 1 Corinthians 10:13 - and FULLY
UNDERSTOOD IT! - "No TRIAL has overtaken you except what is common
to mankind. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tested beyond what
you can bear. But when you are tested He will also provide a way out so
that you can endure it."
It was about that time that it dawned on me! In 1986, I had NO MONEY. God
arranged to hand me $1,8 MILLION dollars, and that's EXACTLY what I needed
to pay my way out of a law suit that would come in the year 1990 and last four
years. Why would I now be angry at God? He handed me ALL THE MONEY I
WOULD NEED to pay the finance company, the Boston lawyers, and get
that land for the Christian School.
I think I immediately apologized to God for being such a jerk!
But, I was still in debt up to my eyeballs....losing $5,300 a month...with no income
unless a house sold here and there.....and I was paying that note since
1997....and I had paid $26,000 of it off faithfully.
"WHAT IS GOD DOING TO ME" , I pondered!
Now it dawned on me....I have to learn to get rid of any PRIDE that I had left, and
I had loads of PRIDE!
I told my ex-wife's attorney that I would file bankruptcy if he pushed me to it by
taking me to court. He knew me, and knew how "successful" I had always
appeared to be. He saw the three houses. He saw the Mercedes-Benz. He
really had no clue about what I was going through....so he sued me in court.
I now asked God, "What now, Lord. Now I may have to actually file a Chapter 13
(paying back creditors 2-10 cents on the dollar), and now the whole town will
know that I am a flat broke guy." My big sign would have to come down so that
my customers would not see it. "Out of sight - out of mind", I thought.
"Oh, the shame if I have to file, Lord!"

So, my money was all gone.....and no way out. I could not possibly pay an
additional $14,000 for a re-opened Divorce Decree.
However, when I finally got to the Divorce Court, the judge's advocate heard our
stories, and she said to us, "You cannot open a Divorce Decree, but John,
what can you pay on a monthly basis?" I was paying about $350.00 a
month.....but now I was starting to smell some good news in the midst of calamity!
"I can do $135.00 a month, but I need my ex-wife to pay the note, and I promise
that I will pay the $135,00 each month as it comes in but by the 15th."
That turned out to be the deal.....along with a $125.00 fee for her attorney!
I almost laughed leaving the courthouse. I was giddy! I was paying $350.00 a
month, but the judge seemed to be sympathtic to my money woes. I now was
granted a better deal than I had, and $14,000 divided by $135.00 would be
another 104 months or 8.6 YEARS!
I read, in the Bible, in 1 Corinthians 6:1-6 - "When one of you has a dispute
with another believer, how dare you file a lawsuit and ask a secular court to
decide the matter instead of taking it to other believers! So you should
surely be able to resolve ordinary disputes in this life. If you have legal
disputes about such matters, why go to outside judges who are not
respected by the church? I (Paul the apostle) am saying this to shame you.
Isn’t there anyone in all the church who is wise enough to decide these
issues? - But instead, one believer (which my ex wife is) sues another (me) right in front of unbelievers!"
So, rather than staying smug, I learned that believers should really work out their
situations outside of a secular court. It appeared that God also wanted my exwife to learn that lesson.
If known, I had four opportunities to pay that note off after I graduated God's
BOOT CAMP.....but I didn't. I guess I was emotionally hurt to know that
someone I had spent all those years with, and had four children with would be so
callous as to sue me in court...after I faithfully paid the note for ten years...until I
need a little, tiny two month grace period.
But, let's continue on with my TRIAL. I started to think that I might recover from
the pit I was in - at some point in the future....maybe.
I started to read (and understand finally) what God was telling me in His Bible.
He was directing my path ever since I asked for Him to bail me out of a bad
financial situation - and really a bad spiritual situation because I really "raised
some hell" while I was out of touch with God from about 1996 (leading into
divorce time in 1997) to 2007....so about eleven years had passed.

God turned my attention (once I formulated a budget that He directed me to get
online for free...at http://www.openoffice.org-)....to Matthew 6:33..... where
this verse popped out at me: - "Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well."
My spiritual eyes now wide open, I was hearing, "John...if people seek my
Kingdom FIRST in their life, I will add all the rest of "these things" to them
as well."
It became obvious that WE need to FIRST seek God's Kingdom. What does
God mean by that? His Kingdom is in heaven, so God is saying..."Seek heaven
FIRST".
It was beginning to dawn on me that a Bible verse I knew by heart, and it turned
out to be my primary and favorite scripture - Proverbs 3:5-6 -" Trust in the
LORD with all your heart;- do not depend on your own understanding. Seek
His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take."
Okay, so I started trusting Him in December of 2007. I had to learn to let Him
guide me because every time I ran full speed ahead...kicking doors in that
weren't open, I got myself into trouble. I now started to understand that if I am to
succeed in life....I need to TRUST IN THE LORD, and HE WILL GUIDE ME. He was definitely guiding me! It was painful, but I recall knowing that - somehow,
God would get me through His time of TESTING.
God was pointing out, in Matthew 6:33, that if people CHOOSE to seek heaven
FIRST, He is obligated to "add these things" to them. I had to learn and master
those two sayings - now that light was dawning on me from above.
Jesus directed me to another of His verses in the New Testament - John 14:6 Jesus said, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me." Okay...the Father is in heaven.....and Jesus is
telling us all that there is no way to get into the kingdom of heaven unless we go
through Him.
I then read, and fully understood His next illumination: In Acts 4:12, the writer Luke again, said, "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name (other than Jesus) under heaven given to mankind by which we must
be saved."

Okay, I learned that SALVATION gets us into heaven which we must FIRST
seek. So, what is SALVATION that only Jesus can provide?
Jesus seems to have left us no stone unturned when He got into specific details
of how we seek heaven. In John 3:3, in the Living Bible, Jesus tells us all - very
plainly, "With all the earnestness I possess I tell you this: Unless you are
born again, you can never get into the Kingdom of God."
Jesus went on to explain to Nicodemus, a highly intelligent Jewish leader, who
asked Him, "What do you mean...can I crawl back into my mother's womb
and be born again?"
Jesus taught that we must first be born of water...then born of the Spirit of
God. He elaborated to eliminate any confusion.
To SEEK HEAVEN, we need to be first born a human...born of water. When
mom was about to have us, she usually said something like, "My water broke".
We are born IN WATER.

The water breaks just before we enter the planet, the doctor slaps us and we
begin to breathe on our own...as a human being. Our name is now entered into
the "Book of the Living"...The Book of Life". But, we are NOT heaven bound
because we were born once. We need to be born again...and have the Spirit of
God enter us and seal us until the "Day of Redemption".....which is either the day
Jesus comes back in what is called a "rapture", and claims us...or we die.
"Absent from the body is to be present with the Lord...in heaven...if we are
"SAVED - Through Jesus".

Jesus continued to tell Nicodemus what that second or "Spiritual Birth" was. The
apostle Matthew spells out how we receive the Holy Spirit of God.....to be born
again. Matthew 3:11- He was recalling what John the Baptizer said when he
baptized people in the waters of the Jordan river.....and he only baptized Jews.
There were no such thing as "Christians"..."Christ followers" until Christ came
and was about thirty ears of age when His ministry began.
John the Baptist said, in Matthew 3:11 - "I baptize you with water for
repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit..."
This brings me to my early childhood in the Catholic church. I was taught that
babies are to be sprinkled with water, and this is what John 3:3 was referring
to....but it isn't. John, the Baptist also proved to me that "water baptism" comes
when one is repentant for their sins. I then had to ask myself, "How can a baby
repent of its sins?
As I got deeper into the truths of God's Bible, Jesus told me in Matthew 23:9 - ,
"Call no man on earth father, for you have but one father and He is in
heaven." Every time I walked past a priest back in the day, I would always say,
"Good morning or afternoon father."
My Catholic Church at St. Francis of Assisi, told me, "To understand why the
charge does not work, one must first understand the use of the word
"father" in reference to our earthly fathers. No one would deny a little girl
the opportunity to tell someone that she loves her father. Common sense
tells us that Jesus wasn’t forbidding this type of use of the word "father."
And they still preach that today so that people will call their priests Father....with
a CAPITAL F...indicating a heirrarchy in the church....an elevated spiritual
position, and that Father priests are also to take confessions...as an
intermediary between the common man and God.
Well, that's NOT what jesus was preaching. Jesus did not want anyone to be
called Father in he sense that anyone could be elevated above another is some
spiritual heirrarchy. Calling "dad" father is fine. It is normal.
Let's see and read for ourselves exactly what Jesus taught in Matthew 23, and
YOU DECIDE what he meant, rather than having someone else tell you. He said
(as He spoke to Jews), and I quote, "Then Jesus said to the crowds and to
His disciples, “The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the
official interpreters of the law of Moses. - So practice and obey whatever
they tell you, but don’t follow their example. - For they don’t practice what
they teach. They crush people with unbearable religious demands and
never lift a finger to ease the burden. - Everything they do is for show."......

....."On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with Scripture verses
inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels. (basically to show
superiority in spiritual realms...which they are not in) And they love to sit at the
head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. "
They love to receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces,
and to be called ‘Rabbi. (Spiritual Father) - “Don’t let anyone call you
‘Rabbi,’ (also meaning teacher of spiritual things) for you have only one
teacher (meaning Himself) , and all of you are equal as brothers and sisters And don’t address anyone here on earth as ‘Father,’ for only God in
heaven is your (Spiritual) Father."
So, I get it. I left that church because my mother made us kids go to an
"Assembly of God Church". They taught that people can be saved...but if they
sin...they can lose their salvation!
I thought, "How can that be. If that is true, then Jesus lied to me in His
Word...the Bible."
Jesus had John write this now famous Bible verse - John 3:16: -"For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him (anyone) shall not perish, but have eternal life." (NIV)
I asked myself, "How can God promise ETERNAL LIFE which means
EVERLASTING or FOREVER life if He gives it...then takes it away the
second we lie or commit any other sin?" Jesus would then have said...which
He didn't..."Whoever believes in Jesus (and all that He said) shall not perish
(spiritually - in a place called the Lake of Fire in hell)...but they SHALL ....a legal
term meaning it WILL BE......have a temporary life good until the next sin."
Do you understand that I can't accept anything that is extra-Biblical or outside of
God's Word? We are responsible for our own ETERNAL destiny.....so why
would anyone with a brain leave that ETERNAL destiny up to the teachings of a
man (or nowadays a woman)?
Would you go to a doctor and have him or her tell you, "Well, looks like you
have a really bad disease and you'll probably be physically dead in two
months?
That has also happened to me - several times!
Once was when I was taking lessons to be a pilot of a Cessna 152 small plane.
A doctor said, "Your blood test reveals that you have blood in the urine...a
sign that I have a kidney disease going on." So, I got the opinion from my
family doctor in Sharon, MA. He said, "John...you've always had small
particles of blood in your urine...in your family it's normal". So, I managed to
live for about 3 years past then...so far!

Another more critical time with a doctor came when I went to a hospital in Rhode
Island to have a routine physical...only the people there put me on a treadmill as
a "stress test".
Those people said, "It appears that you may have some heart problems...we
recommend that you see this heart specialist."
I went to that Cardiologist...and noticed something peculiar. I was the only
patient in his office. He was talking to another staffer about a boat he had just
purchased, and how nice it was going to be when he launched the sailboat next
month.
When he interviewed me, he said...while looking at some chart....and I am
quoting almost verbatim..."John, it appears that you may have some blockage in
your arteries leading to the heart. What I plan to do is admit you into surgery and
open you up. If I see that you need some stents...maybe even five of them, I'll
just implant them as needed."
I went home feeling that I might just be taking my last breath before collapsing
from a deadly heart attack!
I remembered, "Why am I the only patient in a Cardiovascular surgeon's
office?"
I went to my resources fro information and found that each stent back then cost
about $3,500. $3,500 times maybe five stents would be $17,500 plus hospital
costs and all sorts of other patient care costs. Oh sure, I had insurance, but I'd
have to pay the huge deductibles and I'd have to go under the knife for open
heart surgery.
So, like with my SPIRITUAL WELL-BEING, I decided to go into Boston to get a
second opinion!
The doctors at Mass General....one of the top hospitals in Boston said,
"John...there's NOTHING wrong with your heart...go home and live forever."
And, since then...I have lived forever - so far!
This is why I caution you - the same way that the Apostle Paul cautioned me....to
never rely on what man tells you, but rely on what God tells you.
Paul, the great apostle of Jesus who wrote 13 of the 27 Books of the New
Testament, said something to the congregation in a church where he was
preaching...in Thessolonica.

Luke wrote the Book of Acts, so he was recalling Paul's words. "Now the
Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for
they received the message with great eagerness and examined the
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true."
Once I realized that I am responsible for my own eternal destiny, I needed to
"Examine the Scriptures to know that what pastors, priests, gurus, rabbis, or
whomever was teaching.....that it squared with what God said....in His Bible.
YOU are obligated to do the same. If you rely on what man has told you, then
you risk your eternity on what he or she said....and usually...they tell you their
opinion of what God said....rather than what God said...like the Father/father
issue....or even genuflecting to statues of people in heaven!
God aimed me at 1 Timothy 2:5 -"For there is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus"
So, I thought, "Why should I let a priest mediate to God? He is taking the
position of Christ who is the ONE MEDIATOR between God and man."
On top of that, praying to the saints in heaven was witnessed. If Jesus is already
there, which He is, why would I then pray to St. Peter to mediate between me
and God? I wouldn't. If I did, I would be calling Jesus a liar again because He
tells me that only He is the mediator between me and God the Father.
I didn't buy into that either once I stuck my nose in the Bible...and this was early
on in life. I've been studying the Bible for fifty years, but in 2007, God really
opened my eyes to His Word and His meanings.
Why does God do that when we ask? He has an answer for every question!
James 4:3 - "And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives
are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure."
In plain English, God tells us that we don't have...because we fail to ask Him, and
when we do ask Him (through prayer), we generally treat Him like He's a
"cosmic Santa Claus". "God...can I have this (fill in the blank)?"
Anyway, when things didn't line up with the Scriptures (like the apostle Paul told
us to do), I had to leave the Catholic church...and then the Assembly of God
church because their control over the congregation was and is "You can lose
your salvation if you sin, so you have to keep coming back to church to ask
Jesus to forgive you all over again!"
Their main Bible verse that they say PROVES that you can lose your salvation is
found in Hebrews 6:4-6.....Let me quote from the King James Bible..

......."For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world
to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame."
Their interpretation that continues on from Seminary to Seminary to preachers in
that organization is this: I will state the verse again as written and impose what
THEIR meaning is....." For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened
(Saved) , and have tasted of the heavenly gift (received the Holy Spirit), and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God,
and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away (slip into sin again) to
renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of
God afresh, and put him to an open shame."
THEREFORE, what they are saying in a short sentence is, "It is impossible to be
saved and then slip into sin again...to hang Jesus on the cross once again and
shame Him without repenting once again first, and then that will put you in good
standing with God."
How they read that wrong is why people who are saved...and then sin (which
every one of us will do), eventually feel that they are never going to "measure up
to the standards of God:...so they quit going to church!
The famous Bible verse is really saying this, "It is NOT POSSIBLE to crucify
Jesus again by sinning after you are saved."
The reason it is impossible for anyone to put Jesus on the cross every time they
drift into sin is because Jesus paid the price for YOUR sin and MINE on the cross
ONCE....and our sins are forgiven FOREVER....THEREFORE, it is NOT
POSSIBLE to keep putting Jesus on the cross to die for our sins again and again
for us to obtain salvation!
Jesus died ONCE for our sins and there is now NO CONDEMNATION for our
sins...past, present and future. Romans 8:1 - "Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."
We are NOT
CONDEMNED because we are saved...we are "in Christ Jesus".
Further proof that our sins are forgiven permanently...never to be remembered
any longer by a loving God id found in Hebrews 8:12. God spells out how He
forgives our transgression (sins)... Gopd says, "For I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no
more."

THEREFORE - if God forgives our sins upon salvation....and He said He will
never remember them again, and we are NOT CONDEMNED ever again....then
why do the clergy in may churches preach that we can lose our salvation or that
we need to repent again and again for being a sinner? It's an easy
answer....they preach wrong, and it turns people away because they are always
made to feel guilty because they will always slip into sin...and we all do.
I use THEREFORE after each claim that God makes in His Word and it means
all the stuff He tell us is THERE FOR a reason!
If you only believe that the Old Testament is true, then you have to deal with
Micah 7:19. "God will turn again, He will have compassion upon us; He will
subdue our iniquities; and He wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the
sea."
In English: "God will cast all of our sins into the sea..to be remembered no more
against us."
So, after leaving the Assembly of God church (after my military stint in the Air
Force), I drifted into what is called a Baptist Church. Because I still felt tied in to
the Assembly of God structure (and these folks that are saved are going to
heaven...just as I am going based on God's Words), so I got married in the
Baptist church, but I had the Assembly of God preacher and the Baptist preacher
preside over the wedding. This is akin to many "religious people"...who think
they are heading to heaven because they go to some church......hanging on to
Jesus and lots of other "traditions, superstitions, trinkets, gods or symbols.
Many religions preach an unknown god or guru - PLUS JESUS...just in case!
Jesus, however, said, "I am the way.....I am the truth...I am the life....and there is
only one way to the Father, and that is through me." - John 14:6. So, if Jesus
says He is the only way....I'm believing what He said.
I wrote a piece for www.Faithwriters.com (maybe a hundred of them) entitled,
"THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT WORDS THAT JESUS UTTERED". They are
found in John 14:2 - "In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. - I go to prepare a place for you."
I always remembered those ten words...."If it were not so....I would have
told you it was not so". - THEREFORE: "What I do say is truth."
This is WHY I believe every word in the Bible.
When churches ADD or SUBTRACT anything outside of the Old and New
Testament (66 books)...they are in jeopardy with God Himself!

Where do I get that? Revelation 22:18-19 - "For I testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book - "And
if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written in this book.
So, let me ask you this question...based on what God has told us....Would
YOU add to or take away from the 66 Books in God's Word - The Bible?
I know that I would not...and yet, there are "religions" that have all kinds of extra
books added to the Bible! Some were "found" hundreds of years after Jesus had
His writers finish the New Testament! John, the apostle of Christ, finished The
Book of The Revelation around 100 A.D.. You have to ask yourself, "If the Bible
was finished in 100 A.D.....and later...other people added extra stuff that they
allegedly found...then why did Jesus place curses on them in His last Book of
The Bible"
Again, this is why WE need to read God's Word for ourselves after first
asking Him to open our spiritual eyes so that we can see, read, understand
and comprehend what He wanted to tell us in His Word.
"Ye have not - because ye ask not".
I mention all of the above because it helped me when God brought a TIME OF
TESTING MY WAY. I had to first know how to interpret and see what He was
trying to teach me when a TRIAL came my way.
I now accept EVERY TRIAL as an opportunity ...and an honor almost - to have
God care for me so much that He would want to train me. God's BOOT CAMP
is such a great time of learning! It's very painful, but the end result is always that
I learned a great deal from God, the master teacher, and He always brought me
out of each TIME OF TESTING smarter...and better off than what I was when I
stepped into the BOOT CAMP.
Since BOOT CAMP, I came to appreciate what James said when he wrote, "My
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers (many) TRIALS or TIMES
OF TESTING."
Back to my TIME OF TESTING in 2007 for sixteen months............
Once God pointed out to me that I must first "Seek the kingdom of heaven and
THEN 'these things' would be added unto or given to me"...is acknowledged
with Him that I accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior when I was age eleven....at
an Assembly of God Camp in Steep Falls, Maine, so I already complied with part
one of Matthew 6:33.

It was then that God opened my eyes to fully understand that He would provide
"THESE THINGS" to anyone who trusts His Son, Jesus as their Lord and Savior,
too. So what are "THESE THINGS"?
I love it when God directs us to answers! "THESE THINGS" are found in His
Bible, too! Everything we NEED answered is in there!
I took Matthew 6:33 in context of what was written before verse 33, and found
the answer.
Matthew 6:31-33 tells us, "Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For
after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you."
THEREFORE - "THESE THINGS" are the very necessary items that we must
have....food, clothing, shelter.....DAILY BREAD NEEDS. These are things that
every BUDGET must take care of, and God said to us..."If you first seek heaven through my Son, Jesus, I will supply all of your DAILY BREAD NEEDS.....I will
give them to you...a gift from me to you."
I get DAILY BREAD NEEDS or NECESSITIES from the famous "Lord's Prayer"
also found in Matthew 33. Jesus taught His disciples (and that includes us) to
pray to the Heavenly Father...God. In that prayer, Jesus says that we should ask
God to supply our DAILY BREAD NEEDS. - " Matthew 6:11 - "Give us this day
our daily bread."
From that, you get to break it down into what Jesus is really telling us....He is
saying in Verse 9 and 11....., "Our Father which art in heaven - give us today
those daily bread items that we need."
Jesus tells us that God plans to GIVE US...for the day only....our DAILY
BREAD ITEMS that we need....once we have sought out the kingdom of
heaven which can only be through His Son Jesus.
Now, when you study the Scriptures as the apostle Paul told us to do to prove
that what we are being told by "preachers" or "clergy" is correct, we discover
WHY Jesus told us to ask for our DAILY BREAD ....for the one day only....each
day we are to ask God to provide those needs.
To discover WHY Jesus said to ask for our NECESSITIES each day is found in
the history of the Old Testament.

Back in the days of Moses - when he was leading Israel into the "Promised Land",
they were in the wilderness...the desert....and they would be there for forty years
- because they never trusted God completely. None-the-less, God provided
them "MANNA from heaven".
God instructed Moses to tell all of Israel to pick this MANNA (a bread like
substance that could be eaten straight or baked like BREAD) on the day that it
falls from heaven, and if they took MORE....than one day, they were
demonstrating that they did NOT trust God for tomorrow's bread, and God told
them that it would rot in their gathering bags. Israel could collect two days worth
of MANNA on the day before their SABBATH, and that was okay because they
were not to work on the SABBATH.
All of this is found in Exodus 16:4. Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain
down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and
gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they
will follow my instructions - or not."
In verses 19 and 20, Moses had some words for Israel: "Then Moses said to
them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.” However, some of them
paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full
of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them."
God told them to gather bread for the ONE DAY and to TRUST HIM for
tomorrow's needs. This is the same thing God tells you and me today!
This is WHY Jesus told us the same thing - "Ask God to provide your
DAILY BREAD...for one day only, and then TRUST HIM to supply your
DAILY BREAD NEEDS for tomorrow....and each day."
From all of those Scriptures, I gathered that God would take care of my DAILY
NEEDS...my BUDGETED ITEMS like food, clothing, shelter, an
automobile.....NEEDS, not WANTS.
"When would God decide to honor those words", I thought...because I was
still under water and in debt with NO WAY OUT... no HUMAN way.
During my intense BOOT CAMP TRAINING or TIME OF TESTING, the days and
weeks went by very slowly, but once I got my BUDGET into place, I could see
clearly that God was working toward teaching me...testing me to see if I would
stay dependent on Him for my breath, my physical well-being, my next meal and
my next dollar......all NECESSITIES or DAILY BREAD NEEDS.
In June of 2008, God seemed to deliver a hint of His ability to share some of His
wealth with me so that some pressure could come off me....not all of it, but a sort
of temporary "pressure relief valve".

In June, out of the blue, my developer friend asked if I knew anyone who would
buy his personal residence....and it was valued at a million dollars! When I say,
"OUT OF THE BLUE", I mean a gift from God.
At the same time, I had a doctor who was looking for a house in a great
neighborhood, but for about $700,000.
It dawned on me "out of the blue", to ask the doctor if he would like to at least
see my friend's house on the outside. He said, "Sure, but I can't afford that kind
of money."
We drove by the house...and I will show it to you here....but I can only show you
the aerial view because Google maps don't show streets in Norton yet.

Beautiful five bedroom four bath home with a three car garage...a pool, and a
killer address.
Once the doctor and his wife drove by it, they had to see inside, so I set up an
appointment with my developer friend. Before that, I told him, I have to list your
house for a day to show it, and the commission is 5%, but if no other Realtor
jumped on it, I would be the listing and selling agent, and I would only charge him
2.5% of the $900,000 bottom line price he gave me.
The doctor had to have that house once he saw the inside, the grounds, the pool
and the prestigious location, so he stepped up to the plate and made the $900K
offer.

God allowed me to put $21,5150.00 into my account after my broker took his cut.
I owed a bunch of credit card bills - I had a new roof put on my new house and
that had a balance of $10,000. If I filed the Chapter 13 then, I could have bailed
on these creditors, but I tried to do the honorable thing....so I got caught up on all
of my bills that June.
But, by August, I got that Court Summons from the ex-wife's lawyer, and I had no
other real estate income on my books....only the $3,200 a month in rental income.
God showed me that He can and will provide, but in June, I still clung onto my
PRIDE. Nobody knew that I was broke! I could get past the embarrassment of
having to announce to the world that I had no money!
In August.....with the Court Summons, God was apparently not done TESTING
ME. He needed to show me that PRIDE is an awful thing to have. PRIDE puffs
us up so that we somehow think we are better than others.
The "Seven things that God hates are: Lust, Gluttony, Greed, Slothfullness
(laziness), anger or wrath toward others, Envy ......and PRIDE.
I had to give up one of the three houses I owned....but I was able to keep the
other rental house because it was on the same lot as my primary residence.
I lost the $1,600 from the one tenant, but God would eventually (16 months later)
get me out of debt, and get me into what I call "content"...meaning when I get a
bill in the mail, I can pay it immediately.
First, God had to get my budget down to where my DAILY BREAD ITEMS were
the only thing on it, and my WANTS would only be allowed - once I mastered
the monthly budget.
When I first encountered my TRIAL of December 2008, things seemed very
dark and ominous. I felt that I was heading for becoming homeless and dead
broke. I feared the humility of having people in my town know I was broke.....and
I knew that I would be the laughing stock of the town.
Oh yes, word of my predicament...and the divorce court Summons was all over
town by September of 2008! The post office lady knew. The town clerk knew,
and a lot of people that I knew began to find out that John Tyler was broke, and
in trouble with a Divorce Court proceeding. The post office lady sees the
mail...and notices all the letters from a lawyer and a Divorce Court!
Some people in town were happy about my problems. You always have haters
and jealous people.

Others came to me and said they were sorry that I would have to go through all
that would come my way.
One day, as my life situation seemed to be deteriorating, I was visiting a guy in a
garage and I got bit in the fanny by his pit bull! "What else, Lord?", I asked
myself!
Sixteen long months or BOOT CAMP TRAINING would evolve until I was
completely able to pay my bills as they came in the mail. I kept my house, and I
had one tenant on my property paying me $1,600 a month, and God would give
me a real estate commission check now and then (enough to pay the courtordered payments to creditors).....my mortgage and car payment.
Sixteen months would put me into April of 2009....a VERY LONG ORDEAL and
TIME OF TESTING.
In late 2008, however, "out of the blue" came an idea. I going to be 65 in
December of that year. The thought that came to me was, "I wonder if I can
collect Social Security at age 65. The limit was either 62 or 66.7 years old. I
already passed age 62, so could I collect earlier?
Not knowing....I was prompted (in my head) to visit the local Social Security office.
I asked the questions, and the lady at the SS office said, "Yes, you can collect.
You will get abut $1,743.00 a month starting in the middle of January, 2009
if you like."
I was stunned by this great opportunity...which coincidentally came at the
EXACT TIME that I really needed to get to "break even".
So, when January (middle of the month) rolled around, I opened the mailbox to
find that beautiful government check!

That income plus the rental income would get me to break even in April of 2009!

BREAK EVEN! From minus ($8,500.00) a month in debts up to my eyeballs to
BREAK EVEN!
Finally! I was going to be provided with my DAILY BREAD NEEDS (not
wants)...and the added benefits were that God taught me more about what He
wanted to tell me in His Bible, and how to get into His Word and KNOW things
for sure, and find answers to questions long sought after. God honored His
Words found in Matthew 6:33, which need repeating here."
So, what did I learn from that tremendous BOOT CAMP experience - and
ALL of the experiences of getting $1.8 MILLION dollars handed to me from
1988 to 1994? - Dying on an operating table in 1993? - ...the "Setup for
2007 through April of 2009?
I learned that God owns all the wealth in the world, and that He can choose
to put ANY AMOUNT of money into my hands...or yours.
I learned that God can take my life at any time He chooses, or He can put
me into a good health position. I learned to depend on him for my next
breath from that death-bed experience.
By 2009, through the major BOOT CAMP TRIAL, I learned to depend on
God for my next meal and my next dollar. All-in-all - a VERY GOOD
experience that would adjust my outlook on life from then forward.
God was not done showing me that He can provide ALL that we NEED.
Around August of 2011, I was still just getting by with the Social Security check
and the $1,600 per month rental income. Real estate was sporadic. I needed a
new roof on the rental house down front, but I didn't have the cash available to
get a new $2,500 roof.
My stress levels started to arise once again...just as I was beginning to believe
that God would be there with me - just like He promised. My thoughts were,
"What if the shingles that are totally lifted, bent, rotted on the front half of
the roof in the most sunny area...started leaking rain water into the tenant's
dwelling? "They will stop paying rent, and probably sue me for damages to
their stuff."
You may not believe this....but Hurricane Irene whipped through
Massachusetts and New England that August of 2011.....and NO HOUSES
had roof damage in Norton...........except ONE!
When I ventured outside after the hurricane ended, I saw that most of the
shingles on the front of the roof blew off. I found many of them laying out on the
street...all the way to Norton Cemetery.

The many homes on my street were unscathed.....almost pristine, and my
personal house was just fine. The rental house roof needed to be replaced....and
I did not have any money.
Tee thought occurred to me, "I have homeowner's insurance, but they usually
yell, 'Act of God", so I figured they would not cover it.....but I called them
anyway.
They actually DID cover it, and they paid a roofer $2,500.00 to replace the roof
that week! The shingles blew off, but the tar paper underneath remained intact,
so no rain got through! A miracle?
One lady on my YouTube channel, when I told that story in a video to give God
the glory said, "So you want us to believe that God created a hurricane just
for your roof?" She ridiculed me, or so she thought, but the facts were there. I
needed a roof installed. I had no money. In August of 2011, a hurricane came
through town and blew the shingles off ONE ROOF. So, I guess she was not a
believer, and perhaps you think it's not so, but there's those pesky facts.
What did I learn from that time in my life? That God, at His direction, can provide
everything we NEED...when we need it. All we have to do is "Seek first the
kingdom of heaven...and then ALL THESE THINGS shall be given to you....Food,
Clothing, Shelter...provision for every DAILY BREAD NEED. God put $2,500.00
into my hands just when it was needed.
After that, I had no money for a new driveway and it was crumbling. Where
would I find $5,800.? God sent a commission my way for - yep - $5,800.00.
Okay, John...all of those things are "coincidences". Okay....I needed to sell my
houses in Norton so that I could move South. I hated New England, I hated the
snow...(114" in 2014)...and I hated the cold. My tenant notified me one day in
October of 2014 that he was vacating in November, and that I would be getting
NO rental income.
Now what? My BOOT CAMP EXPERIENCE now kicked in. "Trust God, and
He will provide ALL of my needs."
My seven years would not be up until seven years after September of
2008...which would be September 30, 2015.
I still had no credit, and no way to float things now! Then, a commission check
came in and it was enough to cover not getting rent for the next FOUR MONTHS,
and it gave me a few thousand dollars extra. So, when the tenant vacated the
empty house, it gave me a few months to go in and rehab it. It was a pig-pen.

It needed paint, drawers in the kitchen cabinets were broken....the house stunk
and it needed carpet and floor refinishing. It took the extra money and about
three months of work and paying utility bills in my name now, but I finished it.
I had listed the property in the MLS for about four years, but never really got a
bite.
In December of 2014, I put a sign out front, and showed the house to prospective
rental clients. Most could not afford the $1,600. a month, but the MLS told me I
could get $1,700.00 a month, so that's what I listed it for. I stuck the sign out front
- "FOR RENT" with the price of $1,700.
In January, a prospective tenant saw the house with me, and she loved it. She
had one grown boy (teenager) and a small dog. She told me that she was only
working part time and her credit was no good. I liked her, but I'm also a business
man, so I said, I will let you rent - if you can come up with a rental check for the
first six months....no credit check will be needed. I also added that if she did that,
I would only charge her $1,600.00 a month.
In a few days, she called me back to say, "My father wrote me a check for
$9,600.00! Another miracle? I'd say so. Who pays six months up front...and
they have no credit?
I told her that I planned to list the house again, but she should not worry because
I have had no luck selling it in four years...and if I did sell it, the Buyer has to
honor her Lease that would expire at the end of January of 2016. She rented it in
February of 2015. The former tenant of eight years moved out in November of
2014.
Nothing happened on the sale end of the deal, so the listing would expire in
March of 2016.
I did have one guy come to see the house and he loved it. He said he's pay what
I wanted, but he had a house to sell. I said, "NO, I don't want to tie up the
houses and wait until you sell your house...that might tie me up forever basically,
and if your house fails a home or septic inspection, I'm back on the market with
no down payment and no contract.
Well, the listing expired. The tenant was coming due in February of 2016 to
renew, and she renewed only as a Tenant-At-Will, which means she can leave
with a thirty (30) day notice. Visions of another vacancy popped into my head!
Lo and behold.....my listing had expired, and on April 1, 2016, the guy who loved
the house said his house was sold and he could close on my houses sometime
in April or May!

A miracle?
Four years...nothing! Tenants vacating. Shades of going down the tubes again
prevailed...but God is faithful. He provided at the EXACT RIGHT MOMENT.
The new Buyer would get the tenant (who also wrote checks in advance for the
next four months because she was worried that the guy might evict her). I
showed her the Agreement that including leaving her in as tenant, but she gave
me four months up front.
My new Agreement for the sale of the property stated that I would cut the new
buyer a check for money from April 18th I believe forward, so he would get 12
days of April's money and the remaining three checks from the tenant whenever
we close on the properties.
I think we closed in May. When I was positive that the sale was good, and home
inspections out of the way, I ordered a container for my stuff. My plan was to
move to North Carolina where the weather was good and homes were
ridiculously cheap..as were the taxes. But, I could not buy a house until I had
cash available. They don't take contingent buyers either!
This would mean that I would have to leave my stuff in storage in North
Carolina...move in with my son and his wife and son....and look for a house.
Well, we finally closed, and I drove all the way to North Carolina for what I
considered might be my LAST MOVE in this life!
I had about $170,000 in cash when the smoke cleared from the Norton sale.
Once I was late paying credit card bills, I had a bad FICO score, so I didn't
attempt to get any credit cards....besides, I had $170,000 in cash. I figured my
closing costs and fees to buy in North Carolina would come to about $10,000, so
I would have $160,000 to buy a house.
What kind of a dump could I buy for $160K? That would not get me a house
trailer in Norton!
Oh, I just remembered what else I learned through that TRIAL.....the real one in
Court with the finance company where I had to file a Chapter 11 for my company.
God can make it so that His followers win! He proved that again in the Divorce
TRIAL where the ex-wife wanted to squeeze me for the $14,000.
So, there I am in North Carolina toward the end of May in 2016....with no
house...my stuff was in storage...and I had a 2005 Toyota Prius that got me there
for only about $51.00 in gas!

I decide it was time to get a newer car, so I found a beauty...a 2010 Nissan Versa
four door sedan with only 70,000 miles on it for $4,000.
I listed the Prius for sale on EBAY and on Craigslist for $5,500...hoping to get
$5,000. A lady came 300 miles to buy the Toyota! I sold it to her and bought the
Nissan Versa...and put $1,000 extra in the bank.
What did I learn from the BOOT CAMP TIME OF TESTING?
I learned that I could trust God for not only my DAILY BREAD NEEDS which He
promises to those who come to Him by way of the cross of Jesus.....but He
demonstrated once again that He could put ANY AMOUNT OF MONEY into
our hands.
He got me out from under a $306,000 Norton mortgage. He put $170,000 in
cash in my hands. He let me pay cash for everything without the use of credit
cards...proving that we can depend on Him, and He got me a five year newer
car...with about 80,000 fewer miles on it..and put an extra $1,000 in my bank
account.
Better yet, by 2016, my credit was good enough to support a small $51,000
mortgage against a beautiful house I found in North Carolina. It would cost me
$220,000, but I was putting $160,000 down, so my banker said he saw no
problem loaning me the extra $51,000 and that mortgage would only cost me
about $243.00 a month.
I was debt-free at that point, so my new checks from Uncle Sam came into my
bank automatically and near $2,000.00 a month. I could save about $600.00 a
month out of that.
Look at my old house in Norton.....that cost me $320,000 to buy....and then I built
my personal residence out back on the same lot.

Now look at the 1,000 s.f ranch that I had built (before 2007 when I was making a
ton of money)....

I ended up selling those two houses for $480,000....$495,000, but I had to refund
the Buyer $15,000 for home inspection issues.
Then, look what $220,000 bought me in North Carolina......

Over 1,800 s.f of ranch on an acre of land. Three bedrooms, two baths, huge
kitchen and Living Room...central air, two-car garage....taxes - $1,600 a year
versus the $5,600.. each year in Norton!

I'm nowhere near finished telling you about how God honors His commitments to
us!
In one year, I decided to sell the above house in North Carolina because the
traffic noise out front drove me nuts. It was a very busy street.
So, I decided to find a replacement...somewhere quieter.
God directed me to this house...shown in an aerial view to show the peace and
quiet location of a house about 400' off the street.

I got a really great buy on this acreage and 1400 s.f. ranch...$132,000!
I had sold the other house for $235,000, and put $160,000 in the bank again after
paying off the $52,000 mortgage and the realtor's commission - a break-even.

The house needed a roof....had no garage...needed a back porch (falling
down)...needed windows, and doors...paint...some flooring, a bunch of stuff, but I
was used to rehabbing houses from the old days a s a Realtor/Investor.
I had a new roof installed before moving into this house (where I am typing this
page), and I bought new front and rear doors and installed them myself. I added
a garage with remote controlled door. I added a huge deck and pool....see below,
and did a bunch of other things...including new windows to make the house
perfect for me. All of the stuff and the price of the house fit into my
$160,000....but for about $8,000 if I wanted to finish some hardwood flooring, add
the new windows, add other needed things to make it complete....but the end
result of this move................NO MORTGAGE!
I say all of that to impress upon you God's eagerness to help us out once we
commit to Him that we will first seek out His Son....then we will organize a budget
as Jesus told us to do..."Count the cost before doing anything"......and then God
starts really pouring out some WANTS.....like a pool - with an oversized new
deck!!

Is God finished with me yet? I don't think so!
He brought me from $8,500 a month in debts - with a mortgage of $306,000 to no
debt, NO MORTGAGE and the ability, through budgeting, to save $600.00 a
month.
He also brought cash in now and then..like an extra $1,000 for selling the Prius
or another $1,000 for selling a website domain name that I owned. He just keeps
SUPPLYING EVERY NEED.
Who among us would NOT want to be blessed the way that God want us to be
blessed?
The whole reason why I decided to write this book...filled with very embarrassing
things, is for YOUR benefit. If YOU can learn to trust God at His Word, then you
are off to a great start for the rest of your life.
If you are willing to be TESTED by God, knowing that you will endure some pain
at first......but knowing He always makes a way to escape it, and knowing He
promised to let us escape, the end of the test is called ENDURANCE. Once we
get to the end of the TEST...God ALWAYS blesses us by training us...by
teaching us, and finally by blessing us.
So, I leave you with the truth of the writer of the Book of James in the Bible who
said, "Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way,
consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith
is tested, your patience has a chance to grow. 4 Endure until your testing is
over. Then you will be mature and complete, and you won’t need anything.
- James 1:2-4

John

